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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS  

WFP’s strategy for Mauritania (2011-2016) identifies three 
priorities, which were developed in consultation with the 
Government, United Nations agencies and other partners. 
These include: to improve coordination; reduce risk and 
create national capacity to prepare for crises; and invest in 
human capital development through social protection. In 
2015, WFP plans to provide food and nutrition assistance to 
541,510 people to support their food security and encourage 
communities’ resilience building efforts through the Protracted 
Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO). WFP planned to 
provide a safety net to about 156,370 primary school children 
from food insecure and highly vulnerable households through 
the school meal programme. In addition, WFP planned to 
provide lifesaving assistance to 52,500 Malian refugees in 
Mberra camp. WFP will continue to provide air support service 
to humanitarian organisations. WFP has been present in 
Mauritania since 1964. 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number 

of 
people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 
Donors 

PRRO 200640:  
“Protecting livelihoods, 
reducing undernutrition, 
and building resilience 
through safety nets, asset 
creation and skills 
development” 

Jul 14–Dec 16 638,121 87,817,676 24,904,268 28% 

                                   

14,667,148 

 

European 
Commission, 
Multilateral, 
United States 
of America, 
Japan, United 
Kingdom  

DEV 200251: “Country 
Programme Mauritania” 

Jan 12-Dec 16 508,695 78,581,974 8,896,867 11% 7,825,620 

Multilateral 
donor, Saudi 
Arabia, Private 
donors 

SO 200803: “Provision of 
Humanitarian Air Services 
in Mauritania” 

Jan 15-Dec 16 n/a 10,058,102 4,379,958 43% 675,546 

United States 
of America, 
European 
Commission, 
Belgium, 
Multilateral, 
Luxembourg 

Regional EMOP 200438: 
“Assistance to Refugees 
and Internally Displaced 
Persons Affected by 
Insecurity in Mali” (project 
part Mauritania) 

Jun 12-Dec 15 114,000 60,650,025 51,233,648 85% n/a 

United States 
of America, 
Multilateral,  
Japan, 
and CERF  

*January 2016 – June 2016 
Summary of WFP assistance 
WFP provides for the immediate food and nutrition needs of vulnerable households affected by recurrent food crises, 
while also supporting the Government’s resilience building efforts. For instance, through General Food Distributions 
using food or cash modalities to assist severely food insecure households during the peak of the lean season; Food 
Assistance for Asset/Cash (FFA) or food transfer activities; support to village food reserves; and treatment and 
prevention of malnutrition among children aged 6-59 months and pregnant and nursing women. WFP also supports 
national capacity building for emergency preparedness and response activities. Through the Country Programme (CP), 
WFP provides school feeding to children enrolled in public primary schools – or in mahadras (Koranic schools) where 
public schools do not exist – in eight rural regions marked by low attendance, high food insecurity, malnutrition and 
poverty. WFP also collaborates with the Government to enhance resilience to the adverse effects of climate change by 
improving technical services, protecting natural resources and encouraging sustainable livelihoods at community level. 
WFP addresses lifesaving needs of refugees who have fled the conflict in northern Mali and seek asylum in Mauritania. 
WFP provides food and nutrition assistance, as well as emergency school feeding to Malian refugees in Mberra.  
Lastly, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) was established in 2012 at the request of the 
Humanitarian Country Team, to provide access for the humanitarian community in remote and vulnerable areas of 
Mauritania. UNHAS provides regular air services to aid workers to six destinations in Mauritania. The service is the 
main means through which humanitarian personnel access people from the capital, Nouakchott.  
WFP interventions in the country focus on the eight rural regions marked by highest food insecurity and malnutrition 
rates. WFP’s operations are aligned with the Government’s strategies for poverty reduction, nutrition and malnutrition. 
Operations support all four WFP strategic Objectives for 2014-2017, and contribute to Millennium Development Goals 
1, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP works closely with the Government, in particular the national body for food security coordination (CSA), the Ministry 
of Economic Affairs and Development, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development. WFP also collaborates with other UN agencies, namely: UNICEF, 
UNHCR, FAO, as well as 22 Non-Governmental Organisations.  

Through this collaboration, WFP ensures that its projects are in line with government priorities and supports its strategy. 
Coordination with other UN agencies and the opportunities for the synergies it creates help ensure a greater impact. 
Cooperation with local NGOs offers valuable links to the communities.  

	  

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Mauritania is a low income, food deficit country in the Sahara-Sahel 
belt, ranking 161 out of 187 countries on the 2014 UNDP Human 
Development Index. The 2013 census counts over 3.4 million 
people, with 51 percent women and girls. One in four Mauritanians 
lives on less than USD 1.25 per day. Over half the population is 
either near or living in multidimensional poverty with deprivation in 
health, education and standard of living. Mauritania is also a food 
deficit country and depends on imports for over 70 percent of its 
cereals needs. In recent years, Mauritania has been hit by 
successive shocks that have seriously affected the food and nutrition 
security of the country and critically undermined the resilience 
capacity of the most vulnerable populations who rely on traditional 
agriculture and livestock activities for their livelihood. Household 
food security relies on rural production and urban migration. 
Mauritania suffers from chronic food insecurity and high prevalence 
of malnutrition. About 15 percent of the population is consistently 
food insecure. Malnutrition is also high, with prevalence of up to 7 
percent during the post-harvest period reaching levels above the 
World Health Organisation’s 10 percent "alert" threshold during the 
lean season. While security in the country is generally stable, the situation in the wider Sahel sub-region is 
unpredictable.  

The conflict in Mali has presented an additional burden for populations living along the border due to influx of refugees.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

• In November 2015, United Nations agencies and 
partners joined to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the 
United Nations. Several events were organized in the 
capital city of Nouakchott and in the provinces to 
advocate for the 2030 sustainable development goals 
and zero hunger challenge.  

• WFP and UNHCR presented the results of the Joint 
Assessment Mission conducted in Mberra and host 
communities and introduced the 2016 strategy of 
intervention in the camp during a meeting held in 
Nouakchott with participation of humanitarian partners.  

• The Regional Emergency operation in Assistance to 
Malian refugees ended at the end of 2015. Needs of 
Malian refugees are now accommodated under the 
humanitarian and relief operation.  

• The Special Operation on the Provision of Humanitarian 
Air Services in Mauritania has been extended until 
December 2016 to continue to facilitate the humanitarian 
community’s access to five regular destinations 
(Bassiknou, Nema, Kaedi, Kiffa and Aioun). 

• WFP and other humanitarian actors participated in the 
preparation of the Humanitarian Needs Overview and the 
2016 Humanitarian Response Plan for Mauritania.  

• On 9 December United Nations agencies and partners 
launched the Sahel humanitarian appeal for 2016. A total 
of USD 1.9 billion in international assistance is required 
to support people in need across the region. USD 89.2 
million is required to support the response in Mauritania.  

 

• Nearly 380,000 people affected by food insecurity, 
137,445 children under five and 62,939 pregnant and 
nursing women suffering, or highly at risk of, 
malnutrition, and 50,000 Malian refugees require 
assistance to save their lives and livelihoods, and 
prevent deterioration of their nutritional status.  

• WFP needs more than USD 22 million to cover 
operations until the end of June 2016. At the 
beginning of the year, WFP has been able to mobilize 
23 percent of the resources necessary. Shortage of 
funds has forced WFP to significantly cut assistance to 
people affected by food insecurity and malnutrition 
and Malian refugees living in Mberra camp. 

 


